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What a great start to the school year! It has beenso fun getting to know the students at DTS. While westill have a lot of names to learn, we are feeling rightat home here. I hope all of your children are feelingat home, too! The new arrival and dismissalprocedures are going smoothly. We appreciate yourflexibility with the changes as we try to expedite theprocess. Students have adjusted well to eatingtogether in the DTS Cafeteria (a.k.a CulminatingEvent Room). We defined what it should look/soundlike in all of our shared spaces to ensure our buildingfeels happy and safe. In addition, students learnedabout our district emergency protocols, classroomroutines, and are becoming comfortable with theirnew schedules. Our fall assessment window opensSeptember 3, and we are looking forward toanalyzing the data to plan engaging instruction forall our learners. Thanks for all you do to supportyour student and DTS!
Michelle Hurlburt, PrincipalJessica Ramirez, Behavior Strat/Intern AP
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UPCOMING EVENTS

All School Sing - Sept. 6

School Spirit Store Closes - Sept. 8

DTS PTA Meeting - Sept. 10

Back-to-School BBQ - Sept. 19

No School - Sept. 20

DMPS OneRun - Sept. 28
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https://downtownschool.dmschools.org/


DTS Families,
My name is Barbara Hogan, and this upcoming year will be my 10th as a school counselor for DMPS. I am
so excited to be at The Downtown School and can’t wait for the year to get underway. I wanted to take a
few moments to tell you about my background, role, and school counseling services.
I am a Des Moines native and proud graduate of Roosevelt High School. I went to the University of Kansas
to receive my bachelor’s degree in social work, followed by a master’s degree in counseling from Drake
University. After a practicum at Carlisle Middle School and an internship at Perkins Elementary, I served
as the school counselor at Walnut Street School and Wright Elementary. Throughout my 9 years as a
counselor, I have been in various additional roles at the building and district level including on the
Counseling Leadership Team and the District Grief Response Team. Two of my proudest career
accomplishments include implementing a successful 5-year therapy dog program and being awarded DMPS
Elementary School Counselor of the Year in 2021.
I am passionate about mental health, social-emotional learning, and a whole child approach. The role of a
school counselor is to improve student success (academic, career, and social/emotional development) for
ALL students. Direct services provided include delivery of the district core counseling curriculum
(classroom/large group counseling); individual and small group counseling that is short-term and solution-
focused; support and delivery of social-emotional/behavioral interventions; and crisis response services.
Indirect services include consultation; collaboration with parents/caregivers, staff, and stakeholders;
and referrals for long-term/outside counseling services or assistance. Parents/caregivers and staff may
refer a student for school counseling services, or students may refer themselves. To build rapport with
students and ensure an accessible program, I intend to meet with every student individually for a brief
check-in at least once during the school year.
I am also the 504 Coordinator for DTS. 504 plans are part of a civil rights law that ensures students
with disabilities have equal access to the learning in their general education classroom through necessary
accommodations. A student is eligible for a 504 plan after an evaluation which finds that the student has
a mental or physical impairment that substantially limits a major life activity. If you have concerns about
your student’s ability to access the learning in their classroom, please first reach out to their classroom
teacher. If you would like to talk more about the 504 evaluation process, please reach out to me.
I am looking forward to getting to know your student(s) and working with your family! If there is anything
I can do to help support your student, please don’t hesitate to reach out as we begin the year.
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Please use this link
to complete the

volunteer
application on the
district website. 

The DTS Calendar that was posted online had
two errors. They have been corrected and the

revised calendar is posted to the website. 

Please note:
October 10 is a school day for students.
December 13 is a PD day - No School.

NEW ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS
We encourage families to review newly revised attendance guidelines following some changes at the
state level. The Des Moines Public Schools student attendance policy is based on the belief that all

families value the importance of their child’s education. Through a meaningful partnership with schools
and consistent communication, we can overcome obstacles that impact regular school attendance. 

Click here to read more at dmschools.org.

The drop-off line is moving
along well in the morning!

Thank you for your help with
this and for getting your

child to school by 7:40. As a
reminder, students are

marked tardy if they arrive
after 7:40.

Our Annual DTS SpiritOur Annual DTS Spirit
Store is OPEN NOW!Store is OPEN NOW!  

Find everything you needFind everything you need
for the school year here!for the school year here!

The store closes atThe store closes at
midnight on 9/8.midnight on 9/8.  

Late orders will not beLate orders will not be
accepted.accepted.

https://www.dmschools.org/volunteer/
https://www.dtspta.com/
https://www.dtspta.com/
https://dmschools.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-2025-DTS-Calendar.pdf
https://www.dmschools.org/academics/programs/special-education/learning-services-activitities/learning-services/attendance-policy/
https://downtownfalcons.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://downtownfalcons.itemorder.com/shop/home/








Friday, September 6, 2024
Friday, October 4, 2024

Friday, November 8, 2024
Friday, December 6, 2024
Friday, January 31, 2025

Friday, February 28, 2025
Friday, March 28, 2025
Friday, April 18, 2025
Friday, May 30, 2025

Tuesday, June 17, 2025

One of Downtown School’s favorite traditions is our monthly “All School Sing”.
This event brings students, teachers, and families together to share meaningful
songs, highlight school happenings, and showcase student learning. It is a time to

build a joyful community of friends and learners through music, dance, and drama.
All School Sing events are at 8:00 am in the Central Campus Auditorium. 


